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I. Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Physician assisted suicide is an option for those who do not have the medical option of living a good life because of a chronic or untreatable condition. Physician assisted suicide is defined as the act of intentionally ending your life through the help of a person with the required medical knowledge or means to perform the act. It is an act that contains different ethical views, with some people opposed to it and others supporting its impact on end of life care. Physician assisted suicide largely focus on three main areas of discussion: autonomy, right to die, and medical ethics as determined by a medical professional.
II. Body Paragraph 1 – Technical aspects
a. Topic Sentence: Physician assisted suicide creates divisive opinion because of the argument about whether human beings should have the autonomy to decide that their lives have to stop.
i. Supporting detail 1: Public opinion on autonomy is deeply divided as some people believe that there is no logical reason to end life because of a medical condition.
ii. Supporting detail 2: Humans have a right to life, but the right to die is not considered an option for the global community.
iii. Supporting detail 3: Medical professionals have an obligation to protect life at all costs, suggesting that physician assisted deeply contradicts medical ethics.
III. Body Paragraph 2 – Description of public policy debates
a. Transition: The legality and morality of choosing physician assisted suicide form the basis of public policy debates.
b. Topic Sentence: Public policy debates focus on the freedom of patients and physicians in relation to end of life care.
i. Supporting detail 1:  From the perspective of legislative bodies and government officials, physician assisted suicide involves legal gray areas. It is not clearly defined in law whether a person has the legal backing to end life regardless of medical condition.
ii. Supporting detail 2: From the perspective of medical professionals, public policy debates focus on the legality of physicians in determining whether a patient meets the criteria for the act of assisted suicide.
iii. Supporting detail 3: The morality of medical professionals helping people end their lives is another important area of public policy debate. Physicians are obligated to always save lives, thereby creating a dilemma as they have to go against their medical oath.
IV. Body Paragraph 3 – Arguments
a. Transition: While there are clearly identified reasons to oppose physician assisted suicide, there are similarly credible reasons why physician assisted suicide is important for quality end of life care. 
b. Physician assisted suicide addresses the end of life concerns which fall outside of the medicinal scope which most people in the medical field are used to.
i. Supporting detail 1: Medical school does not cover the possibility that a patient may want to choose a peaceful death over endless suffering and a terrible end to life.
ii. Supporting detail 2: The physician may identify assisted suicide as the best possible option for a patient rather than keeping the patient alive and accruing large financial burdens in addition to the emotional burdens faced by the loved ones of the patient.
iii. Supporting detail 3: Suicide is not illegal in any country. If the physician can assure the patient of painless end to life, it is not reasonable to withhold that option from a patient undergoing endless suffering.
V. Body Paragraph 4 – Arguments
     a. Transition: The benefits of physician assisted suicide are clearly identifiable from the
perspective of a person in the medical profession, and it is necessary to consider the different situations faced by patients which lead to this act being the only logical option left.
     b. Topic Sentence: Physician assisted suicide takes into consideration the variety of medical experiences which leave patients with no other reasonable alternatives.
i. Supporting detail 1: Life belongs only to an individual and it is only logical that the individual has total control of whether or not to end it.
ii. Supporting detail 2: Patients should be allowed the right to die if they find no hope of recovery. 
iii. Supporting detail 3: Society should be compassionate enough to identify when a person is going through terrible suffering and realize that continuation of life will only bring about more suffering.
VI. Opinion and conclusion
a. Transition: Physician assisted suicide has the moral foundation to be accepted in the broader medical community and by the general public. 
b. Statement of opinion: Physician assisted suicide is an act of ultimate compassion because it allows patients and their loved ones to stop suffering because of a medical condition with no cure or effective treatment.

